Intermediate syndrome after exposure to chlorpyrifos in a 16-month-old girl.
We describe a case of intermediate syndrome after chlorpyrifos ingestion in a toddler, despite a continuous pralidoxime infusion. A 16-month-old girl ingested a pesticide containing chlorpyrifos. She was brought to an Emergency Department where she became lethargic and tachycardic, and subsequently developed pulmonary edema requiring mechanical ventilation. Pralidoxime 150 mg i.v. was administered twice, and an infusion begun at 15 mg/kg/h. At 24.5 h post-ingestion the child had a normal neurologic examination, showed no signs of cholinergic excess, and was extubated successfully. At 27.5 h post-ingestion the child became flaccid, bradycardic and apneic. She was emergently re-intubated. The child's delayed onset of respiratory arrest and flaccid paralysis after an asymptomatic period is consistent with Intermediate Syndrome. This is an unusual case in that it occurred in a young child, was related to chlorpyrifos, and occurred despite continuous and adequate oxime therapy.